
Sibley Island Flood Control

Introductions – James Landenberger, Chairman
Dennis Reep, Manager

Purpose and Background – Public Hearing Notice/Ballots and Voting

Sibley Island Flood Control Project
Public Hearing – April 25, 2024 – 5:30 pm

Hearing Continuation May 20, 2024 – Notice to Follow

Project Presentation

Question and Answers – Handout and Meeting Record



Burleigh County 
20 Foot Protection Plan

23 – Missouri River Correctional Center (2012)
24 – 48th Avenue Grade Raise (2012-13)
25 – Washington Street Grade Raise (2012-13)
26 – Sibley Island Levee (Alternatives Reviewed)
27 – Sibley Estates Levee (not feasible)
28 – Oahe Bend Grade Raise (not feasible)
34 – 76th  Avenue Grade Raise (not feasible)



SIBLEY ISLAND FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT
OCTOBER 12, 2012, NOVEMBER 27, 2018, FEBRUARY 15, 2023, AND APRIL 25, 2024

Imagery Date: July 7, 2011 ~ 142,000 cfs

    June 22, 2011 Peak flow ~ 152,000 cfs

Imagery via the North Dakota Department of Water 

Resources and the US Army Corps of Engineers
Peak Stage was recorded at 19.2



2011 Inundation Map ~ 19-foot Stage

High Ground

2011 Recorded Flood Elevations
Washington/48th     = 1636.4
Oahe Bend/12th St  = 1633.95

High Ground > 1636, 
meets 0.7 foot freeboard requirement

Oahe Bend



Reconsideration Request Parcels (78 Signatories)

Signed Interest



Benefit Assessment Based on top of levee/roadway ~ 1635 vs 1634 (2011)



FEMA Mapping – Sibley Area

• Missouri River - Base Flood Elevation (BFE)
– Existing ~1634 New ~1633 (Temporary – Oahe Delta Future Increase)

• Potential insurance Rate Reduction due to reduced flood depth

• Apple Creek Floodway – Preferred Alternative #5

• DFIRM Map Adoption – June 6, 2024

• The levee will not be an accredited levee system
– Flood Insurance is still required on federally insured loans

– Risk Map 2.0 will consider the levee in insurance rate determinations

– Burleigh County is considering the Community Rating System (CRS)
• Potential reduction in premiums remains to be determined



Apple Creek Floodway – Alternative Impacts



Apple Creek Floodplain/Floodway
June 6, 2024



Alternatives Evaluated

New Floodway 
Alignment

Preferred Alt



Alternative #5 – Preferred Alternative



Sibley Flood Control 
Project 

and 

Township Grade Raise 
Protection Area

~ 956 Acres
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Special Assessment District

General Sibley

                 Park



General Sibley Park
Protection Area



Sibley Island Levee Plan and Profile



Landowner Easement Map



Landowner Easement Map



Landowner Easement Map



Lincoln Township Grade Raises
Existing funds – Not Assessed

Note: These costs are for 12th Street and 48th Avenue.  The Washington Street
           grade raise costs are also being paid by Lincoln Twp and not assessed, but 
           are included in the project as they receive SWC cost share.



Opinion of Probable Cost
Distribution Projection



Tiered Risk Assessments

Assessment Determinations
✓ Frequency based risk assessment - 50-yr, 100-yr and 170-yr events
✓ Damages based on ND Department of Water Resources Economic Spreadsheet

✓ Social and public benefits within the district boundaries
✓ GIS based flood depth evaluation using elevation 1635 (2011 - 1634)
✓ FEMA related damage curves



Assessment Mapping (4/10/2024)



Assessment Vote Distribution



Assessment Vote Distribution





Bank of North Dakota



Public Bond Sale



Sibley Island Flood Hazard Mitigation Project
Assessment District Formation Process

➢ Process Defined in ND Century Code Chapter 61-16.1

➢ Preliminary Engineering Report & Special Assessment List – April 2024

➢ State Water Commission – Conditional Cost Share Request (60%)

✓ Economic Analysis Completed based on Preliminary Engineering Report

✓ Final Design Cost Share funding was recently approved.

➢ Assessment List has been filed with Burleigh County Auditor

➢ Public Hearing Advertised (Voting extension due to publication error)

➢ Notice and ballots mailed to each voting landowner (vote is by parcel)

✓ Ballots have a June 10th Deadline, which will be extended till June 20th 



Sibley Island Flood Hazard Mitigation Project
Assessment District Formation Process

➢ One Vote for Each Dollar of Assessment 

➢ Project is approved by a simple majority > 50% of the Votes Cast

➢ Protest Hearing Process if project is approved

➢ Final Design (~Late 2024) – SWC Cost share for Final Design is approved

➢ Construction (Spring 2025)

➢ Special Assessments – Jan 2026 (if final costs available by Oct 31, 2025)



Questions

• Please sign in, if you have not already
– Provide email address if you would like informational updates

• Questions can be provided via the BCWRD’s web site or send to 
mgunsch@houstoneng.com 

• Please vote by the continued hearing date – Update Letter to Follow 

 (30 days from the date of the closing of the Public Hearing) 

• Should you wish to rescind your vote you may do so, in writing only, at any time 
within the allotted period. The Burleigh County Water Resource Board will review 
the vote totals no earlier than June 20, 2024.

www.bcwrd.org 

– Posted information 
• Power Point Presentation and Q&A Sheet (4-29-2024)
• http://gis.burleighco.com/ - Flood Inundation Mapping

mailto:mgunsch@houstoneng.com
http://www.bcwrd.org/
http://gis.burleighco.com/
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